A lady, in excellent general health, had had two abortions at early periods, and a miscarriage at the seventh month. When she again fell in the family way, she was put upon chlorate of potash, which she continued to take regularly, three times a day, up till the time of her delivery, which took place at the full term. Labour was tedious throughout, but most markedly so during the second stage; for, although the passages were wide, flaccid, and dilatable, the anterior fontanelle came too easily within reach of the finger, and the head descended in a state of imperfect flexion.")* I had great fear lest the perineum should give way during its emergence through the outlet; but, except that the mucous membrane inside the vulva, at the posterior extremity of the right nympha, got torn on the prominent tuber parietale, there was nothing else noteworthy in the delivery. Immediately on the birth of the child, which was a male, when it was laid on its back I noticed that there was a swelling of some sort on the front of the neck, and delayed the ligaturing of the cord for a short space, as respiration seemed to be effected only with the greatest difficulty, and with strong convulsive movements of the muscles of the head and upper extremities. After the cord had been tied and divided, and the child handed over to the nurse, whilst I was attending to the labour in its third stage, I could hear the rough, hoarse, crackling sound of the laboured breathing, which gave an impression as if there was some fluid in the narrowed larynx. On examination, it was at once evident that the swelling, which projected to the level of the chin, and occupied nearly all the space between the chin and the sternum, was due to an enlargement of the thyroid gland. The Another point of interest in connection with the breathing, is, that there is always a crackling or gurgling sound superadded to that from the rush of air through the constricted canal. In many children at birth a rattle in the throat gives evidence that some viscid fluid has become lodged in the cavity of the larynx, and in a few minutes it has all cleared or in the trachea below the point of constriction (Maurer) . But, in 
